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Dear Prime Minister,

We have been informed by the Romanian unions organising workers in the public services of the
many measures the government has put forward to reduce public deficits and state debt. These
measures have a disproportionate impact on living and working conditions of those workers, their
families and communities. The experience of the earlier austerity measures was that they
negatively impact on public investment, on growth, and the realisation of many policies so
important for the general wellbeing of the people. Realising the many objectives of preparing better
for the future such as being able to deal with pandemics, the consequences of climate change,
improving water resilience, rolling out just digital and climate transitions or realising the rights laid
down in the European Pillar of Social Rights are not possible. Social convergence will be a distant
future. We ask you to review those measures. Europe’s unions have asked for a suspension of the
Fiscal rules.

Our second point. We understand the measures have been taken without much consultation with
the trade unions in public services, nor with the confederations. Impact assessments are not
available about the consequences, short/middle/longer term, for example. This means it is difficult
to consider alternatives. Would radical wealth redistribution from the rich to the rest of the people
through wealth taxes not have been a possibility? The package and its impact on social protection
appear to hurt low and middle income households.

Several EU statements values the importance of social dialogue including the Val Duchesse
statement. It embodies the European project. Undermining it is a very short-term view.

Dear Prime Minister,

As European Federation of Public Service unions our members have experienced the unjust
austerity measures of a decade ago. The bite back effects of cutting in resources and staffing for
example for regulatory bodies or fighting corruption and tax-avoidance shapes the way
corporations and the rich can circumvent the rules. It creates deep feelings of injustice. Romania
already has the second highest level of avoidable deaths in health according to Eurostat for
example. Underfunding of health and care plays a significant role.

You will be aware that unrest is growing. Actions will take place. EPSU will support those actions.
We ask you to demand postponement from the European Commission so more time is available
for the right dialogue, consultations and negotiations. This will be in the interest of the Romanian
economy and society.
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Dear Prime Minister,

We look forward to your reply and to continued dialogue with the unions to find a just solution for
the workers and the Romanian people.

Yours sincerely,

ﬂ:z@

Jan Willem Goudriaan
EPSU General Secretary
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