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Dear Commission Vice President Dombrovkis, dear Commissioners Gentiloni and Schmit,

We have been informed that the Romanian government is presenting and explaining its 2021 budget
to the Commission. We ask for your intervention and making clear to the Romanian government that
this is not the way forward. It needs to enter into dialogue and negotiations with the unions.

Romanian workers and their unions perceive this budget as an austerity budget. It foresees that salaries
are frozen in health and public services despite promises to the contrary last year. It also cuts other
supplements to incomes like food allowances (estimate as 64 euros netto per month). The government
proposes freezing of bonuses at levels of 2018, cutting in so called holiday vouchers (granted once a
year in a net value of 267.5 euros). Dialogue and negotiations appear absent. Also in other sectors like
in urban transport measures are taken to violate agreements and put services under stress.

Unions are protesting today in front of the government. Due to the Covid restrictions numbers are
restrained. This should not give the impression that the anger is less. Unions act responsible. But we
do want responsible governments as well.

The European Commission can give a message to the Romanian government that this is not the time
for austerity. The President of the European Central bank has recently underlined this as well. The
Commission will be aware that insisting with governments on austerity is not the recipe to build back
better and to get us out of this crisis. Let alone what it will do to the legitimacy our European project and
the EU.

Please make this clear to the government. No recovery with austerity.

Yours sincerely
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Jan Willem Goudriaan
EPSU General Secretary
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Dear Commissioner Schmit

Many thanks for your letter of 4 March in response to the concerns we have raised about the situation
in Romania and in particular the government’s refusal to engage in social dialogue with public sector
unions. We note with interest the information you provide on economic support for the Romanian
government and the calls for “adequate consultations and improvement in social dialogue”.
Unfortunately, | have to report that as yet we have had no response to our letter to the Romanian
government of 15 January and more worrying is that, according to our affiliates there, the situation
has deteriorated. The government now appears to be challenging the unions in terms of their basic
rights to act as independent organisations, to receive their dues by check-off and to engage in
legitimate protest.

In the light of the European Commission’s support for the country in the context of the recovery and
the current discussions underway over the EUR 4 billion that has been allocated for Romania’s
recovery and resilience plan, | would urge you to raise these matters with the Romanian government
and remind it that respect for social dialogue is a core principle of the European Pillar of Social Rights.
We are approaching the Social Summit in Porto and such flagrant violations will cast a shadow over
it.

I look forward to your response and support on this matter.

Yours sincerely,
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Jan Willem Goudriaan
EPSU General Secretary
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